INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

reliable intelligence test known as the LE.R. (Institute of
Educational Research, Teachers' College, Columbia) test.
The children were given this test at the beginning and at
the end of the school year. Naturally they improved their
scores on the second occasion as compared with the first.
The question was whether some of the school subjects had
improved their " intelligence " more than others, and the
answer on the whole was that there was very little differ-
ence in this respect, stenography being pretty well as good
as any other subject, Latin much the same as cookery,
French, or natural history. The general plan of the statis-
tical investigation was to select from the 8,000 children
two groups who were taking the same school subjects,
except that one group took, say, Latin where the other took,
say, cookery. Only one subject was to be different in the
two groups. (There were certain permissible departures
from this rule which are explained in the article.) Thus
differences, if any, between the two groups may be sup-
posed to be caused by the one subject which differs.

The " fallacy of selection " was carefully borne in mind
as a possible vitiation, and suitable precautions taken to
make reasonably certain that the final results were not
caused by this factor. Indeed, it can hardly be appealed to
as explaining why cookery students (say) did well in the
matter of improvement during the year, for no one will
be likely to assert that they are specially selected for intelli-
gence as compared with Latin students. And improve-
ment is, on the whole, positively correlated with initial
marks*

In this admirably conducted investigation hardly any
loophole is left for the critic who assails the practice period
on the score of artificiality or shortness of duration. It
-was the normal school year with regular ordinary school
work. On the other hand, it may perhaps be claimed by
opponents that the test is still artificial and unlike real life
tests: and especially that it was short. If the testing
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